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A reflection on the social problems arising from state power in rap music:

From American artists to Thai artists
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Abstract

This article aims to study the reflection on social problems arising from state
power in the texts of rap music between American and Thai artists. The results of the
study showed that The rap literature of Thai artists is directly influenced by American
artists in terms of presenting state-related content. There are three ways to deliver
content as following1) The use of the police power, 2) inequality in society, and 3) the
right to freedom.American and Thai artists emphasize the way of life of the people in
society so that the listeners are aware of the problem in order to indirectly notify the
state to fix itand Focus directly criticized the state government to understand the
problems that must be solved as well. The content of rap music is not different from
folk music in which part of the service of the people and society. But the wording is
straightforward and intense than folk music. The reflection on social problems arising
from state power in various issues is presented only through the perspective of rap
artists.

Keywords: State, Reflection, Rap songs
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Have you read the Youtube comments lately

"Man that's gay" Gets dropped on the daily

We've become so numb to what we're sayin'

Our culture founded from oppression

Yeah, we don't have acceptance for 'em

Call each other faggots behind the keys of a message board

A word routed in hate, yet our genre still ignores it

Gay is synonymous with the lesser

(Same Love)
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